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pages, indeed, we shall find him playing a very
sorry r61e which may be explained in part by the
fact that the war, all along, was merely a political
move on the part of Austria and that her generals
were held in leading-strings by her ministers, and
also by the presence at headquarters of the Tsar,
of Frederick William, and occasionally of the
Austrian Emperor himself. If Schwarzenberg can
be granted a certain amount of tact and patience
in dealing with the sovereigns, who were con-
stantly interfering in purely military matters, it
must be said, on the other hand, that an energetic
commander, unhampered by considerations other
than military, might have brought the war to a
conclusion much sooner than was the actual case.
The very plan of campaign itself, drawn up
under the immediate influence of the sovereigns
at Trachenberg and amended at Reichenbach, has
been described by competent critics as a blow in
the face at all the progress that had been made
in military science since the beginning of the
French Revolution. There was no clear main
object laid down. The allies were merely to harass
the enemy; the generals were all to play a r61e like
that of Fabius Cunctator, occasionally attacking
the flanks of Napoleon's army and, if possible,
cutting his lines of communication; but avoiding
decisive actions and only engaging in battle if the
forces opposing them were numerically very
inferior. So faulty was the plan in every way that
what successes the allies eventually gained may be